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1. Purpose of Report 

1.1 To approve arrangements for responding to Defra’s recent consultation on biodiversity 
net gain.  

2. Decision(s) recommended 

2.1 Note the publication of the consultation by Defra; 

2.2 Note the draft response to the consultation as set out in appendix B of this report, and; 

2.3 That completion of the detailed response is delegated to the Director for Managed 
Growth & Communities in consultation with the Cabinet Portfolio Holder for Managed 
Growth. 

3. What is the issue? 

3.1 The government is committed to improving the environment, benefitting local 
communities and delivering sustainable development. The 25 Year Environment Plan 
sets out the government’s ambitious goals for environmental improvement, following 
through on its promise to be the first generation to leave the environment in a better 
state than it inherited it. 
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3.2 SMBC was a partner in the Warwickshire, Coventry and Solihull Defra Biodiversity 
Offsetting pilot scheme that ran from 2012-2014. This is the only one of the pilot 
schemes that has been successful in continuing to use the Biodiversity Impact 
Assessment (BIA) Metric that was developed during the pilot. The pilot was successful 
due to the longevity of the existing Habitat Biodiversity Audit (HBA) Partnership 
(running since 1995), the strength of the data that the HBA provides and the expertise 
of the local authority ecologists. 

3.3 The latest NPPF (July 2018) changed the focus from no net loss to biodiversity to net 
gain, and this change will be reflected in Policy 10 of the Solihull Local Plan during the 
ongoing review.  

3.4 The consultation document seeks views on whether we should introduce mandatory 
requirements to the planning system in England so that development must deliver 
biodiversity net gain. It also sets out the proposed next steps for the Government’s 
longer term ambition to embed environmental net gain. 

4. What options have been considered and what is the evidence telling us about 
them? 

4.1 The consultation document itself is attached as an appendix A to this report. The 
document sets out 45 specific questions and appendix B sets out draft responses to 
them, with a focus on those questions which may have greater implications for 
Solihull.  

5. Reasons for recommending preferred option 

5.1 Where relevant, the justification for a particular response has been included in the 
response itself. 

6. Implications and Considerations 

6.1 Delivery of key themes in the Council Plan: 

How will the options/proposals in this report contribute to the delivery of the key 
themes in the Council Plan? (select which themes apply and briefly state how the 
options / proposals in this report contribute to their delivery): 

☒ Improve Health and Wellbeing –  

☒ Managed Growth –  

☒ Build Stronger Communities -  

☐ Deliver Value -  

6.2 Implications for children and young people, vulnerable groups and particular 
communities: 

6.2.1 None as a direct result of this report. 



 

 
 

6.3 Consultation and Scrutiny: 

6.3.1 None 

6.4 Financial implications: 

6.4.1 None as a direct result of this report. 

6.5 Legal implications: 

6.5.1 None as a direct result of this report. 

6.6 Risk implications: 

6.6.1 None as a direct result of this report. 

6.7 Statutory Equality Duty: 

6.7.1 None as a direct result of this report. 

7. List of appendices referred to 

(a) Defra Net Gain to Biodiversity consultation document 

(b) Draft responses to the consultation questions 

8. Background papers used to compile this report 

8.1 Government’s 25 Year Environment Plan 

8.2 National Planning Policy Framework 

8.3 Habitat Biodiversity Audit for Warwickshire, Coventry and Solihull 

8.4 Making Space for Nature: A Review of England’s Wildlife Sites and Ecological 
Network (2012) 

9. List of other relevant documents 

9.1 Warwickshire, Coventry and Solihull Biodiversity Impact Assessment Metric V.19 

9.2 WCS Biodiversity Impact Assessment Guidance 

 

https://consult.defra.gov.uk/land-use/net-gain/supporting_documents/netgainconsultationdocument.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/693158/25-year-environment-plan.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/740441/National_Planning_Policy_Framework_web_accessible_version.pdf
https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/habitatbiodiversityaudit
https://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20130402170324/http:/archive.defra.gov.uk/environment/biodiversity/documents/201009space-for-nature.pdf
https://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20130402170324/http:/archive.defra.gov.uk/environment/biodiversity/documents/201009space-for-nature.pdf
https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/biodiversityoffsetting
https://apps.warwickshire.gov.uk/api/documents/WCCC-863-791

